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- -H I G El: ··· ·· F L Y E R! 

Yo·rkshire may have what is claimed to be the onl_w 
train that s erves beer from hand-pumps , but what 
about handpumped beer -from a "Boeil"Lg? tr all goes 
wel.l, Manchester topers wUl soon be ab].e to try 
a pint of probably Boddies or Thwait es whil.Sl.' · · 
ac;t;;~ally aboard a ·Boeing 707, but ~hey won~ t b.e 
up lD. the clouds, they'll be on Aslito.~t New Road. 
.. .... .. ~-- _, _. . ., .. , . ~ ·· ·- ~- ,: .. 

This sounds an ~nii.keiy plE.u·.·e to . :find. ·a.n aero
plahe , and it could cau:se a f ew motorists to si.gl 
the pledge, as they suddenly come across it, 

· comple t e with. wind~sock, runway, control tower, 
a nd ·fire engine, and all next to the Why Not? 
Pub. . 

TJ!.e schem.e is the brainGhild of the owner of the 
pub, Bill Webster, who beside s looking after th~ 
pub runs a travel agency ca lled Why Not? Travl"?l,. 
and he also. has flats and apa:r;'t.ments for sale or 
to l e t in foreign parts. He . has a lways dreamed wf 
being an airline pi~.ot, but asthis is notvto be, 
he has decided the next best thing. is to byy his 
own aeroplane, -9ven if it never takes .to the air .. 

( 

There ha_s been a ;..ot 1.1 f pu'dlic;i.ty about ·tri.i..s 
v entur-e , a:p.cl--:b-t w-a-s r e.c.en tly_ uV..)3 ll~c.Q:v_e.r_~__d, by_p:r' _g~J2_, 
and Radi~o~ (even German Radio!) , . but fQ.r some odd · · 
r eason the Booz er's Chronicle has never r e p!"rt ed 
it - perha,ps they thought nG one would believe t 
them. " ·• . 

J 

But apart from the a eroplane ·that is stil l to come 
t he pub ~~well worth a visit because of its 
unusual style . It's a b~t l~ke stepping back in 
time, · with o.l:d style furniyure, pos t ers and 
advertisements, and the IT!lls~c i..s c er t ainly from 
another · era. Beers at presen.t are Boddingtons 

· and· Thwai.t e '.s ··Bitt er and Chester 1 s Mild, . but ' ' .. . . . . ' . . 

this may be ·replac e d by Thwait e 's Mild (all on 
hari.dpumps. ) 

Phil Levison. 
; 

'Opening Time s'· ~ 
' 

- is written & published by CAMRA South Man chester 
send us your news, vi ews and comments aboutvthe 
pubs and the beer to 'O pening .Times', 

S .. H.Hi.g.gins, 
48, Moorcroft Drin:, 

.. . . . :Surnage ,. . 
Manch.ester Ml9 lWR • . 

The views expressed in 'Opening Times' are not. 
nec essar~ly those of the Campaign for Real Ale . 

S T. ! T I 0 N A R Y 
In November we r eport ed 
f ears that Marst6ns .i~tende d 
to 1 moder11.ise 1 the station, 
Wilmsl.ow Road, Didsbu.ry. 

-
However, we can now breathe 
a sigh of reli.ef for Mr. J . 
JLunn, Local Director of 
Marstons, writed to assure 
us: 

. '.'Thi3,nk .YOU for you"T letter 
· regarding the 'sta tion Hot el ~ 

we certainly _have. n.o pJ. ar~s 
for alt ering this pub ••• " 

Paul Thompson. 

HOSTS AND GUESTS. 

Certain Pennine Hosts pubs 
(Wilsons managed houses) 
are now sporting pric e lists 
that promise Marstons , 
Pedigree. Sources within 
Hosts comfirm that Hartstan·s 
:rs--to e - on. sa ,-e l.n 'some -·~ -
of their pubs, anybody seen 
it? Pleas e tell Opening 
Times., or CAMRA at any 
meeti.ng. 

POSit BODDIES 

Boddi.ngtons Black Lion on 
Hillga t e looks s et t o follow 
in the footsteps of the Buck 
& Dog and become a Steak Bar 
(or glorifie d chi.ppie as i.t 
was described to me). The 
conversion is due i.n the 
n ext few months, but Boddies 

·- Bitter should be stayingo 
P._ny uhan cc ~Iild_? 

Jolm. Clarke. 

For details of adv ertising 
in 'Opening Times' please 
contact Ron Sproson on 
432 0059. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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C/\S.TEE W () (Ji J 
{ HOLE IN WALL) · - ·· ··· 

BRI DG:E STREET .J3BQW •. . MARKET, STOCK PORT • 

TE1 : 480 5529. 
WILSONS REAL ALE HAND PUMPS 

PUB FOOD MONDAY TO 'SATURDAY & BAI\Jl\ HOLS. 

ll-30 2 _; 00 

Function rop~ avai l abl e 
fo r .. _,, 

- M-ee tings 2- P-a-r- t i es- e t c. 

HEARD AT THE BAR 

So far ' Opening Tillles ' has publi shed 
se ver a l of th ese. it ems , and t wo wer e 
a ctua l l y over heard a t t he same bar , 
n ot i n.So ut h Manches t er s Branch Area , 
but no t f a r away . - any gu eesos ? 

Now f ol lo ws a personal exc hange ) t ni s 
't i me at t h e Wel s h GuardsE1an a t . 
Car mar t hen ( or igi:na l l y Bucld eys fl ag-
shi p pub1 ( . 

CAMRA Member ( f ed up~ith ba r peq pl G 
not ls: no w.ing the meaning 0 f i ca sk·.:'" 
conditioned ' ) ;- "Hc:w e _you any hand
pumped beer ?" 
Answer : . "No , s ir, bu t we hav e cask
conditioned beer serv~d-thr ough el ect
tic pumps." 

And anot her Wel sh one , t hi s time a t t h e 
Bla ck Boy i n Ca er nar fon - the same 
CAI'1RA MeG1:ber , ha vi ng a cc epted ~hat 
peopl e do know what · ca sk condi.tione d 
1 eans : 
Qwes t i on : (Havi ng looked at the con f u s 
iiJtg. ar r ay of di spGnser s ) Can you t e l l 
me what is cask -condi t i on ed ? 11 

Answer: "Y es , sir~ cask condi t i pn ed m 

TIMES PAG E TWO 
h.· 

NO TO HOSTS. 

l'1anches t er Council hav e put t 1fe block 
on plans by .Pennine lf6s t s t o -conver t · an 
un used room a t the Pavi lion (for merly· 
tl; s Whi t e Li on.) · in -~h. t hi -r1glcni into · a 
s hop - i t would ha~ e s old foo d , dr ink 
and house ho l d goods ( wha t riext: a t o f · · 
t ea and a pi nt ?) Th ey also planned a vide o 
hi :te .se ction! The Historic Buildi ng s 
Pane l sai d the pl an w6 ul d cause irr e
para bl e damage to t h~ ~uilding, whicb is 
i n a c onserva t i on a r ea and t he Pl~nning 
Commi t ,t ee ha ve r e j e c t ed the a ppl ication. 

Changes in the 1Gr ove 1 

T'he Thr ee Tunn e s , one o f the mos t pop-· 
ula r pu bs i n Hazel Gr ove is t o under go 
major a l t er a t ions this year ( a bout March ) 
Th~ t oi l e t s a r e goi ng t o r epl a c e the 
curr ent Vaul t; the two ro oms on t he l e f t 
wil l be knocked t lit ough and t ho ba r wi1.l 
go int o tho ba ck ro om! This pub ha s · 
pr obably more c ha r a-c t er t han any other in 
th e ' Gr 'ove 1 ; how mu ch of this r .omai ns 
aft er Robinso ns hav e: got thei"r -hands on :L~ 

. i t r emains t o be s een,' so doo·s .whBther 
the handpumps will r emain . 

The r e - open ed Bulls Hea d i n ~~z e l Grove 
has rio w bBB~ vi~it e& and· fi rs t i npre ss 
i,.ns a r e -ocr a Vas t -improvement~ 

Pr e; i Ol{sly a ·gl oorny one - r oomed pub, it 
has be e n c ons~do~ably bright en ed up · 
wi t h s over a l disti , :cy drinlcing ar ea , 
t he a cc ent be i ng an natura l ma t er i al s 
with much woo d a nd brick ~n evi den ce . 
Even t he ca r par k looks bet t er' The mild 
i s s t il l keg but the b~tt er - was on f ine 
for m when sampl e d , bu t a t ?Op ·is a t the 
top end of Wil sons pric e r ang e , wor th a 
vis~t t hough. 

Contribut or s t o t hi s e dition: John 
Clarke , Humphr ey Hi ggi ns , Rhy s Jones , 
Phi l Levi son . 

me ans boor that c om p l et e s i t s f er men-t- . f--.----=-""'"""'="'"'"-:---..,---:------------
a tion i n the pub c ellar.'~ · 

The hand-pumped Bass was i~ t he ot her 
bar l . . · 
Fi u.;;tJ_l_y __ a t . ~ he Bowl ing Green. on Char le s 
Street, Sto ck~ort , during t he Hillgat e 
Pub .Crawl a f t er sovor a l Camr a Member s 
e xpr essed r egr et ( ! )· t hat th e beer 
was now k eg : Rebul ar cus tcimer a t t he 
Bar : " You'll have t o go ' a long way t o 
fi nct·t r adi t i ona l bee r .. in St ac kpor t .''-

CAMRA NEWS 

Next Br-anc h Meeting : Thur sday , :J anuar y .. 
lOth., 8 p . m. a t t he Cast l ewood , 
Bridg e St r ee t, Bmow , St ockpor t -
vi si tors we lc ome . 

MARKET P~ACE , STOCKPORT 

SAMUEL SMITHS OL D BREWERY 

BITTER 

PUB FOOD DAILY 

LI VE 
J AZZ &- --·:.· . 

ROCK & 
ROLL 



OPENI NG TIMES PAGE THREE 
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AROUND IN 'HIE TOWN :- The, Annual 
Ri l :lgate Cr awl . 

,. 

Robi nsons Star & Gart er now a nd again 
the: t r end o f be tt er mild than bi tt er 

The Ann ual Chri s t mas Crawl of Hi l l gat e , 
Sto ckport, is a long csttablis h ed fea ture 
o f t[1c CAMRA Calcndar 9 a nd f or t he first 
time it has b6~n r e cor ded in print! ~e 
war ned. t .hough tha t du o t o the- incn ;as -

.. : ''·' ''{ 

was c ontinued with 2 . 75 & 2 . 6 . ··· 
Onto t he Rams Head and Wil s ons mi l d -
managed an av er ag e 2 but t he bitt er was 
by g ener a l cons ensus disgustin~ although 
t o be fair it got ono s core o f 3 & 
anothe r of 2-! . The ni ght wor e on a nd so 
did we i n to W'ilsons Crown with mi ld a t 
2 . 6 & bi tt e r 2 . 5 . Over t he r oad i n t o t he 
Gol d en Lion, . s ervi ng Burtonwood boors, a 
r ar d br ew f or t he ar ea . Again mild wa s 
b~ tt er than the bitt er with 2 .7 a gains t 
2 . 4 • . 

j_ng drunk 6nc s$ of · bot h t he writ er & 
the party 'the.; s _C6;r i).S ·i n the lat er 
s ag es a r e ho t a s -ac curat f; a s they 
shou l d be~. :_. ••• 

On the ptincipl o that it 1 s easi er to 
r oll down 'that s t agg er up we kick of f 
at t he v ~ry t op , on the A6 a t t he 
ex celled Blossoms Hot el , .. this l ong 
es tablished G.ood Boe r Guide Pub can u 
usual l y be r eli e d : on for a de c ent pintt 
o f Robbies and t h_is was no exc eption , 
mild g e t t i ng 2 . 6~ : bi tt er almost 3, 
(sco r es being 0 ( und~inkabl e) to 4 · 
( excellent)) . . 
A~toss th . road- t o _ th~ ftQWlY pain{ e d 
Wheat shcaf wh er e Wilsons mf1d (2l) · 
was ev en be t t er than the bitt er (2 ) . _ 
Next Robinsons Royal Mortar, a f ri endly 
liv~ly pub with mild a t 2.. 6 & bitt s r, 
2 . 4 wore bot h appr e ciated . Over the 
r oa'd and _into · Robinsons rat h s; r gr otty 
Flying Dutchman (named after - a rac e 
_horsG by lliG.--.Way , not the s hi_p) . It 
was r umour ed tha t t his pub w a s t o- be -
demolis hed and to be honest unle s s 
Robinsons ar e ~r opar o d to spen d a l ot 
of money h c; r o there do es 1 nt ,se Gm to be 
much alternative~ The mild , howev er, 
manag ed a r o sp c~ ctable 2·L the bi tt or , 
which at first was stutk in t he pump , 
manag ed onl y ll ~ This was probably du e 
t o a pump mal f unction as a lat er samp
ling produc ed a 3. 
A wo.rd·- of warnlng ·no·w - the Bowl ing G 
Green has u s ually b oo~ on t ho i tiner y 
but it i s n ow a l l 'k og . 

COH I NG SOON ••••• AN EVEN \li!IDER :R ANGE OF 

, " ~ARE AT 

··~W'r+E . NELSON 

THE H.OHE OF HDME HADE FOOD 

MEALS SERVED LU NCHTI ME & EVEN I NGS 
-(MON- THU) TILL 9-l::::,-'· . 

HANDPUMPED WILSONS MILD AND BI TTER . 

Mi l d drinkers had so f ar had a be t t er 
n i ght of it but thi s wa s s oon even ed out 
by those who ven t ur ed i n to Whitbre ad;i 
Che s t e r s aw f ul Big Lamp. Three Os & 6. 1 
say i t all. The bi tt er was ' nt ba d (1 e 
it was a bout as g ood a pint as you wi l l 
g ot anywher e & go t a r espe ct a bl e 2 . 25. 
Boddi e s next i n the Bl a ck Li on, no mild 
her e . The bitt er score d 2 . 2 , l oss than 
t he Chcs t ers but again as good as you 
ar e likely t o get . A s a d comment on a 
onc e gr ea t beer. 

A detour now to the Waterlo o and the · 
b es t mil d s core so f ar 3 . 1. Th e b:ftt er 
a v er age d ~ r espe c t able 2 . 6 . Up on to 

· Hi l l gate ·and i nto the Re d Bull, pr o·babl y 
o -n e o f o mor e char axttrf'uJL-Ri-:ti-g-a-'h: 

pubs with equall y charact er ful beer~ 
the scores match~ng the Wa t er loo a t 
3 . 1 & 2 . r . On the home s traight and 
Te t l eys in t he Gl adstone ( t he Sun & 
Castl e is k eg) . The mi l d s co r ed well 
2 . 9 , (goo d to s ec it ba ck ) bu t t h e 
bitt er was a bit. i f a disappo~ntm ent 
at only 2 . 2 . 

Ro bbi es to fi nish with . F~r st the Spread 
Eqgl e with , t o be hones t , not t h e beer 
ynu' d expe c t from t he Br ewery tap , the 
mild manag ing only l. 8 and the bitt er 
2 . But to be honest by that t ime n·o -
one could tas t e muc h a nyway - de finat ely 
wor t h a vi si t wha~n sober. One fu~ther 
point - surely i f Ro binsons had r eal 
f ai th i n their r ar G but exc ell ent or d
i nary bit t er they ' d mak e s ur e it was 
sol d i ~ t he br ewe ry tap whic h is · supposed 
t o be a s howpie ce to r th e br ewery and 
its bears . ' 

Speaking o f showpie c e s our f inal s top 
was t hG exc ell ent :Royal Oak on High St. 
t be mil d - 3l (probably the best o f t he 
night, and bi t t e r 2 . 9 ••• I seem t o 
r eme mber drinking s ome Old Tom as 
\q e ll ...• , ..•• 

John Clarke . 



OPENING 
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ROUND BR I TAIN DRINKER . 

This f~ a pub crawl w~th a differenc e , 
ing PaJ..a.tin e Rd .• · by car and h8ading 

c.;V AngLsss y - and with no drinki ng & 
· ing it' s 1 25 mile s be fore yo u ge t 

a pint ll Th e firs t pub on th e· ~oad is 
thG Galco t Arms be f orG Holy~e ll (K eg 
Ahsclls ) , a bi t further on .the new & 

-very- posh Stamford Ga te H~t e l (Tradit 
ional Wilsons ) Next is Gr eenall s Deesid 
T avern ( f r om th e. Wsslri ~ide the s ign 
says Tafarn •• wha~ 1 s the We lsh· fo r Dee 
s i de ?) Then about a mile to the Rock at 
Rock a very pl easant Burtonwoo d pub 
with handpumped mi l d & bitt er . Gr ee'nal l 
Sing,ing Ket tle & Border s Travel ler s Ih n 
~r e next & down into Rhual l t is the 
Srf!i t hy Arms , k eg Bass unt·il r e cently , 
bot sold to Burtonwo od wb.o pr:IDvide 
handpumped bitt er , but keg m±ild . Next , 
the White House , whic h has changed its 
signs a fsw times , it s Border a t t he 
moment (but not for l ong presumably) . 
& because of dual-carriageway s and by 
passes (the la t es t ex.tension takes yQu 
past Co lwyn Bay) the •next pro per pub i s 
Ans e l l s 1 Brid e in Gonway , or Y Bont 
dependi ng which sign you ]_ook a t 9 the n 
the Erskin e :Atms , wi t h the best select- i 
i on yet~ Tetley Mild & Bitt er & Ind 
Coope Burton ~ al l on handpump . 

-~'±lhrough the first tunne l & past th e 
Littl e Che f t o Ponmaenmawr 9 a smal l bu t 
well pubbed village . The Mo untain Vi ew 
has Ind Co ope Bi tt:er' ~ Ansells . Mild,, 
the Br o» Eryri Marstons Mild 3 Bitt er & 
Pedigr ee 9 and b ~ fore yov r each t he 
Al exandra ( Bas s ) ther e 1 s a recent .ad.d 
i ' ion ~ Red Gabl es (was t_e r e a murder 
wher e ?) wi t h Wil son s Mild ·~nd Bitt er . 

Nex t come s Llan.fairfe chan with the re
named Wfj_llag e I NN (Ansells) & the Casttl .· 
(Gr ~enall s) ~ whi ch had the dubi ou dis- : 
tinction of being the l ast we t pub on 
the route 9 until the last referend um 
change d al l that (another dual s~gn -
on the Old dry side i t say Y Castell ) 
A mi l e furth er on i s the Abo r Fall s 

· Ho e l 9 muc h alter e d and now a fr ee 
Ho use selling mos tly Mart s tons - there 
was a promise a t one t i me o f Grecne 
King Abbot & i t ' s not known whe t he r 
th i s ev er appear e d . 

Now onc e again due id a new by-pass & 
dual ca rriag e·v'Jay s 9 t:rfer e ar e no pu bs 
f or a fe w m:i,les 9 Bangor i s no longer a 
bot tl e -neck & ·yo'u cross the n e1N road 
br idge built ouer the old Britannia 
Railway Bridge ov er t he Menai _-StTaits 9 

to the f i r st pub .i_n Angle sey, Ro binsoms 
Four Grasse s . ~ 

Hnadi ng North up the A5025 it's Rea l 
Al e al l the way - Th e Panton Ar ms -

... 

TIMES PAGE FOUR 

Bur ton.woo d ~ __ _ tho B11ll 9 Gr eenalls 9 a t , 
Pentraeth\ t~~Ifl. through Benlle ch - ( 
t h e NautiX~ s S 91'tloy) 9 Br eeze Hill 
(Ro 1:5-n'ison s '' 2 ~rafon (LEES ), Benl.~e c h 
Hote l (Youtig ers) . A sud den dr op down a 
s t eep hill ~st t he Pilot Boat 
(Robinsons) - the bar is ac tual ly mado 
f rom.par t of a boat , then t ber e 1 s a very 
n ew Gr eenal l s Fr e e House Y Bedol ( The 
Horseshoe ) , and it 's into Amlych with 
i ts Kings Head (Burtonwood ) Mar i n er 
( Ansells) Queen s (T et~ey ) find Dinorben 
Ar ms - the latt er ori gin~lly sold the 
local Gwyn edd Al es and se~ ~r ~i McEwans 
in season? but this has now b.e en r educ e d 
t o just one bee r~ McEwans 70/~~ 

The journey continues through Bull Bay 
with its spe ct a cular sea vievis ( inclu J. ng 
the Isl e o f ~an on a cl ear day ) , th e 
Trecast el l Hotel (Robinsons) & the &'1. 
Bay Hotel (LeesO •· Final l y into GemaeE 
Bay , past t he Cast ellor and the Harbop:_' 
Hotel (Both k eg ) an d into ~he Stag 
( Burtonwood) for a well eatn ed pint cf 
Bitter . (The Vigour n ext door has cask 
Bas~. but there 's C02 on it ! . -
Phi l Levison . 

FALCON QU EST ;' . 

Banks 1 s i s mu ch in the news and we re pr r't 
ed at Qhris t mas that the ex ~Wil sons ~ 
Falcon, had re-opened surprising- e•fen 
Wilsons BLO . But h.ow could he lmow wh en 
Wilsons did ' nt know ei t her ? Appar ently 
Wilsons Order Dept . rand Dav e T~asdal e 
the Manager ~ remindi ng him he had ' n t 
or de r ed any beer - they were horrified 
when he said _ e was get ting suppli es 
1 elsewh ere '! When it finally sank j_ n 
tha t th ey had so ld the·· pub to Banl·m 1 s 
Wilso ns said they want ed, their £12 ~ 50 
back f or the ho l idaf ext ension s they 
had alr ea dy applied for ! ' 

Syk V\/·,--n e 
I) ctr 

Heaton Lan e , St ockport 9 o ff 
Mer sey Square - T:el: 480 5996 . 

STOGKPORTS r WINE BAR WT'l'H REAL ALE 

DRAUGHT BASS HIG SONS BITTER 

HIGSONS MI LD 
·•. . .. ' 

· 'AT THE GEORG E 


