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SOUTH HANCHTi;STER CAl'1RA I ,s : PUB NEWpHEET FR EE 

P ;1: F T? .. 

A National pri~ ~ survey has . jti s t been c ar~i ed o 
ou t by "What ' s Brewingn , EAMRA 1 s Hont hly Hr ewt:; - · 
paper ~ Araong .· the findings we r e 1 a huge · ga~ of · 
mo~ e than 20~ per pint : b etwe~ri No rth & So*t h , ' 
and , lucky u s ~ 1 Gf eat~r . Manchester was be~t value 
for money . ' Ty ptcal bitt er · pri~es for t heiar ea 
a r e quoted as 6l - 64p , . 'arid o f course . t he · f~m6us 
Hol~s averaging 55P for bitter j d 

Reference is also ~ad~ to .brews which cost ov er . . -

£1 a pi ~t i n Lo ndon - the se are Fullet s L6ndon 
Pride (OG 1041 . 5) , Bass (1044) , Youngs Spec i a l 
(1046 } , Giekne King Abbott (1048) , R~~dl es 
County · (1050) & Trumans Saiupson (1055 ). Bass 
is the oniy on e of the gropp that is al~ays 
availabl e in our a r ea , and although Manc hes t e r 
i? quot ed a s having an average price of 6$ -70p 
for Bass , ~t a wel l kn6wn Stockport Centr ~ pub 
~t will cos t iou 80 p . 

Ru dles County a ppear s : from time to time in 
local Free Houses - · at the time of writing 
it was availabl e in the Waggo n & Horses , 
Southgate ( j ust of f Deansgate in Central Manche ­
sti?r ) . This i s a Pennin e Hosts pub wh ich l~as just 
receiv ed the Ale House treatment , and thej 1 r e 
having a pr omotion with .bee r s from Qutsid~ the 
are0 . They 1 v e has EveYarao T:tger -E--104~ ) & ~ 
Thea:Ksttons ·Best Bit t er (1038 ) a t 90p apie ce 
(phewl .) but wait for ~t '· - the County wa s df16ser 
than ever io ' the pound barrier at ~5p a p~n t . · 
Wilsons Mild & Bitter are also avai lable ~t 68p 
and ?O p respectively . 

Phil Levison . 

- -1~ U B 0 F T H E H 0 N T H. 

The _sou t h Manchester Pub of the Mon th for 1March 
is the N~lson Tav ern 9 Welling t on Rbad Sou~h , 
S ockpo:J?t . I' 

!. 

For merly Ne}sons Ale House befroe a tast e ful r e -
furbishment by Pennine Hos t s , the pub i s lf~lder 
the energeti c management of Paul & Sheralyjn 
Sixsmit h ably assisted by a bevy of friBndly & 
compe t ent staff . Paul has been in the Nel$·oh for 
s i x teen months and was pr evious ly reli e f 1~anager 

·l · ·· in several Lanchester Taverns ,& .a bar man ~]h. · uinp-
een pub s , including t he Mauldeth in Burna~je . 

A lively and cosmopol{ta~ p~_;b th~ ··N~ l ~on ~oas t s 
3 pool t eams , darts & .. crib teams & a l adi]'js net­
ball squa d! The pub rightly juB t ifies it s ~laim . 
to be ,t he home of home made food with a w l:le rang 
0 f tradi ti,ona l & exotic . goodi es & s inc e r rpen .,­
ing :an even mo r e comprehensive :nerm i s. avJflaol e . 
both a t lunch and early evenings ( ~her e e ~e can 
a hal f - cut .. Camr a member g.E;3t pub grub a t l ! pm 
on a Friday night? ) 1 . . 

! ' 

The .. pres.entat ion_.wj~lL .. be .. mad.e' '.on. Thursday 
28th . ,. and a r ight good do i s promised~ ~ 

! Mar cfu 
1 
' 

WEBTSERS & WILSONS :'1ERGE 
• Wilso ns Br ewery announced on 

th e i 9th., of last month that 
the Co mpany had j oined f orc es 

· ~ith . Webster s of Halif ~x t o 
f orm a new Co mpany nar.1et'l _ 
Samuel We bs t er & Wilso~s t t d. 
A Br wery spokesma n said tha t 
at , present Wilsons wer e only 
br ewing at 60% q;llpaci ty .wh er e­
as .Webster s were · running at 

• 1000,.6 and that the me rger · 
would ,rne an go od n ews f or r eal 
ale dr:j.. nkers .. 

Webs t er s beers wo~ld•b e •ma~e 
available in Wi lson~ pubs , : 
both tenant ed & fuanaged ,~ • 
1 ev ent ual l y 1 • ···· 

HuElphrey Hi ggins . 

Opening Times is : ~ritt op & 
published by South Man~hest er :. 

C~mra, ma t er i a l may be free}}y. 
reproduced in other Ca~.1r a . 
pu,Dlica tions, but a ckn,:· wledg e - · .. 
m.ent wou l d be appreciated. ·· 
·~e views· eJ<..--press-e-ct ar ·J not 
ne c essarily those of t he 
Campaign for Real Ale Lt d . 
Send y6ur news & views t o 
S . H. trigglns , 48 , 1-~oorc ro ft 
Drive , Manch es t e~ Ml9 ~WE. 

' . 

PUB OF THE MONTJ;:I HARCH l985 

NELSO.N 
TAVEMr~ 

Wel:}..irrgton Road Sout h , 
Stockpo.r't . 

PAUL AND SHERALY N TH/ NX 

CAMRA FOR THIS AWARD jf:m 

THEIR STAFF FOR HAKI NG I T 

. POSS IBLE 
••• 0 0 0 ·~ • • • _. ..... . . 

.~ . 

HANDPUMPED WILSON;:; 
MI LD AND B:=TTER 

I T 1 S THE HOME 

OF 

HOME MADE FO OD! b! 
••• e. e. ·=====I) . e ~'I ..... 
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A ROUND IN THE TOWN Back to Wilsons in t h E: Pineappl e wl:, e r o 

t he Bit t er (65p) s c ored 2 a nd the . n ild 

... I 

Th e Edg o i~y - Escapad e Z 

Beer s cores froin · o (und:r i nkabl e ) 
( excellen:t) . . 

t-o 4 . 

The first Good Bee r Guide sur v ey crawl 
o f 1985 kicked off in the Alexandra , 
No r thgate Road, o f f Castl e Stre e t , 
Edgel ey ~ This excellent mult~-roorned 
Victori a n Pub~ with a superb or nate 
l~sted i nterio r i s a perfect exampl e bf 
how exceilent many of Robinsons Pubs 
were befor e th ~ir ctirren t wav e of so ­
call e d i mprov ement s turn them into 
boring identikit, one - room bars that a 
hre total ly devoid of charact e r . The 
b eer was also in good rrick wi t h ~he 
Bitt er (63~) av eraginf 2 . 75 & the mild 
( 60p ) 3 . 75 ~ Handpumped Old Tom is also 
a vaiill.abl e a't the ridiculou s ly low pric e 
o ~ 98p . The pub is s ligptly off the 
b eaten track but i s de f i nately we l l 
worth a :visit. Turnin g right, up North­
ga t e Road, and r igh"t" .again brought u s 
on to Bloom St ., where th e Hol lywood is 
located. &or merly a private r esidenc e , 
this is no w a larg e rambling pub with 
c any r ooms to suit all tastes . It is 

( 6L1-p) wa s u navailable . This booz e r is 
somewhat non-descript but .not unpleasant . 
I am rel iably informed tha t thGr e is a. 
lov e ly mirror i n the ladies loo L 

Across the str ee t lay t he Wi ndsor Sport <? . 
(~x Castl e ) , a recently t arted up 
Pennin e Joke pub. The k eg doc pr was 
coi'!lp lemeny e d by keg mild, in t h i s Ps.euds 
pub which lo oks like an a r t noav eau 
Ma cDonalds with pool tables ~ In fai tmcss f 
the r e we r e a lot of swe aty bodies packed 
in , s o it is undoubt e dly p opular , unlike 
the han dpumped bitter (64p) which onl y 
managod 1.&. A bit fu rther on lay t he 
Jolly ~raft er . For some ine xplicable 
r ea son this unint e~es ting pub was even 
mor e popular than the Wi nd s or Sports • . 
The Bitt er (66p) r e ceive d the night s 
pooer es t scor e (1.1) Th e r e wa s a ridic ­
ulously loud jukebox playi.mg bloody 
awful" music" , short measu r e s we r e dispe ­
nsed by unfri endl~ staff . Th e only point 
in it s f a vour was that the mil d (63p) 
managed a fairly res pectable s c ore o f 
2 . Lj. . 

own e d by Pennine Joke (Hosts) ~0 i t A quick div e rsion to the o t her side of . 
will doubllessly soon b e turne d into a the roun dabou t l e d us t o the Armo ury , 
licen~ed astrodome or s ucU like . Beware an ex Bells pub wit~ many e x c ellent 

· small wood panelle d r ooms but a disa -o f l ow-- flying drunl~s & tnery r oisY child- _ .• . . . _ . . . . , r 
6 

) 
l bb ' b t 'Od' J b" f' h' I ppoln t lng lounge 8 Roblnsons mll d \, Op ren o 1ng eer raa s :o. -- ' O • as .l o:m.. . . 

w·• ' ld (62 ·) & B' tt r ( 6 4 ) ored "scor e d 2 and Bltter (63 p ) 2 . 5 . Back 
2

1
.1.
9
, san ds 1

2
nl Pt .. .. ·

1 
1 8 P se acros s t he roundabou t to the Grapes f or 

• an r e spec l v e . y • t . d b · b · · las orders . Thls goo , asl c oozer 
Turni ng right took .vs. u:e to Cast l e is on th e r es erv e GBG l'ist and has an 
St:eeet. 'I'he third pot t ocf call was e xc ell ent chanc e of getting i n t o the 
Wilsons Royal Oak, a pr edicta ble Br ewer s 1986 .Guid e . A convivial atmosphe r e is 
Tud or type pub . Short measur e s a ll r e - inforc ed ·by gooc:l E:> 2 er and good pric es . 
round and n o sign o f a pric e lis t l Th e Robinson s n ild ( 59p) and Bit t e r ( 63p ) 
Wes t wi ng of the ope n plan l6ung e is c ac heiv ed 2 . 9 and 3 r e sp ectively~ .Si n ~ e 
called the Regency Suite and the East ·it was the end of the sessi on we were 
wing t he Royal Box . I doubt rhf the forc ed to sampl e the Old Tom (£l. Q6) 
Royal Family would b e i n clined t o visi t which ~cored 4 ( enough said iL ~ 

Jo ck Stroll er . 

NB : Since t his crawl Ro binso n s incr eased 
· their pri c es by an av erage p f 2p pe~' 
pint . 

CHESTERS I N CLAYTON 

:Two more ou t l e ts for Whitbread Che aters 
;Bi tt e r in Clayton - The Fox on Cla yton 
ILan e now serves both b i tt e r a~d mil d 

. ' ' 

thi s non- descript pub l Bit t e r - ( 66p) · · 
s cor e d 2.5 & Hi ld· (63p ) 2 . ·9 . A_)ittle i 

further up Castl e Stree t is the Princ e ' 
Al b ert . This go od basic booz e r is :Some T 
what spoiled by the c heap a nd nas ty 
br ewer Tudor interior but sel ls a reaso 
able pint o f Wils ons mi l d (62p, 2 . 9 . 
s c ored ) and Bit t er ( 64p , 2 . 1) Note the ; 
int e r ~s ting v directi:onB for the · toilets 
before goL~g back out t o Ca s tl e S t eeet . 
and the Sir Rob ert Peel. This Greenall.s 
p u b has rec ently b een mod~rnise d and 
mos t people agreed that the n e w de c or 
was an i mprov ement. The c omfortable & 
congenial atmos phere was compe n sated 
by good b eer on ha nd pump , with mil,d 

)o n h?-ndpump and a l so Bi?Or t s a n o t i c e 
!declari n g par t of the pu b a Qno farting 
!zone' !! Further up Clayton Lane, a n t he 
\banks o'r' t he canal, t h e Br i dge 11as s t art ed 
:selling ChcsteEs B~tter again. 

( 64 p) s c oring '3 . l a nd bitt er ( 66p ): 2 . 4,. 
.. • .. ... ... .. - . ··-~-<- . .. . .. 

. . . ,, . - '" 

1 

~Rhys Jones . 
;~.~.~. --~----------------~-------------

.I 
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Opening Time s ha s · b een co 'ille r .i ng ' t he 
steady pr ogress q _f Bank 's o f Wol ver- · 
han)p t on i n acquir,.ing and .bui lding' pub s 
i n t he· a:r ea . On Mar ch l s t ., . the . t.hird 
o f ths pu b s thei b dught fr om Wil~ori s .· 
opened its door s 6nce more . 7 i t 1 s t he ' 
Gorton A:r:ms . (formerly VVilson s fizz · 
onl'y Gpt!ton ; Brook) on Gort on ,Lane i n: · 
(you ~~ e :tg;uessed,) Gort'on ; hlanaged by ' 
Pauliri~ ~ and · Al ari Raridl es ~ The boer i~ 
Ba nks's mild and bitter ~ e l e c tric 
pupmped ~t 62p ~d~ 65p res ep6t~~ely 
in th e'· l lbung,e ' . ,2p '.cheaper in the vaul t . 
The p:dice s ar e .-higher than the H:.l tc ell s 
a n d the Falcon . and Area · Hanager ~ Br i an 
Ayr es t old th e intrepid band of CAMRA 
members who for egathe r e d a t ·i5 - 30·pm t ha t 
t-his r e fl ocled the inv es t men t 'inade i n 
th e pu b ., 

. ,And th ey ' v e ~ertainly spent ~ f ew bob 
on the place ~ _ Tts good to s e e t h e re­
t ~n't).ci n of a traditional vaul t, c ompl e t ·· 
with til ed f loor and dartboard ~ Most o f 
t~ e L:Lo or area , though , is broken up 
by ·ao6 larg e lqmng e , whic h fe a tures two 
r a i p ed seat i ng a reas - but don 1 t worrJJ , ' 
t is i s no plastic -fronds- and- chrome - • 
plat i ng Big S:j._x br ewe ry job, the raised 
area~ it e j u st there t o b r eak a large : 
room up , and the y do this quite e ff ect­

•i vely . 

The lbunge inc orporates a numb e r o f 
attra ctive tr a ditional features - par ­
ti cularly noticeable are the modern 
wa~l tiles ,· ha1 d made in Tel f ord and 
d esi gned especially for the pu b~ the 
ba r fitting , and the ornate lamp stand­
ard . ...: while I .. particular ly liked t he 
(nail-8d - down) coal scuttle with its 
pottery handles . i.. 

:-- ·-'±'.h.e pub was well filled o . C?Pening nigh' • 
. i:ncluding- at lea..st.. .3 .Jandlords ( t wo 
Bank.s' s - th e Mi tchell s ·-.& .. ···the Longs;t,@¥t 
and the b os.s ,'of the For;Tes t eq3 , a T.e t:,t e 
pub in Swint Gm. ) . The nigh;t' :wa~- enhal'i. c .ed~ 
by a g,ood selection orf the jukebox . of i . : · 
Be~tl~s classics bu t , most important i { 
· o f all , t he ·b eer -was on v ery respect4.bl; 

yo u should ·inel-u cie it on.. your v,isit i ng 
list . ·. G:$.:t ther e via Ashburys Stat ion···. 
on · t he Hanc hes.t er - G.l .o.i3.9.Q.P l i.lJ.e , or on 
t he 53 or 2P3 bus . .. --- . ... '"--·-

I nc t -dent 6i\.y thr ee ·more Banls: E3 .1 f3 pubs 
· wilJ b e opening .i n th e n ext 1r; ont h : : · , .· 
Gransmoor , Ashton Old Road ~ Friday 22 n d . ' · 
Marbh ; .Osborn e , Rochdal e Roa d, Col ly· ~ 
hur /st , 29th . 9 Mar c h ; l ew Longsigli't , . . 
Kinkmanshulme Lane , Be l l e eVu e , 3 r d ., 

.· Apf il all a t · 5 ~ 30 pm.· Br iai1. Ayres. wa , · ... 
kind eno ug h t o invi te our Camra Branch 
t o i the •1 do 1 a t the Long s i.ght, bu t at , 
alil three e v ent s I' m s ur e al l CAHRA , 
l'1emb ~ Y: ~ and o the r: in t e r e sted cdrinl\:er,~ 
~ill be ma de vary welc ome . , ~ . . 

Rhy s Jones , Paul Braidley , Ph:iil 1evi s on . 
i' . ... . . .. .. , 

PENNINE PLANS . '., t·' . .. ·.. . 

I t !is i terei3 t ing t o not e that Pennine 
Ho~ts have. s ubfui tt ed ah a pplica tibn 
for planning permi ~ sion to re furbi~h . · 
the Rai l way in Heat on ' Mer sey . , So wha t _ 
:rioiv f or the Railway '? Hacienda s,ty le?_ 
or ' wil l we hav e a Mid -Atlanti~· co ckt·ail 

. bar?in Didsbury Road? In anY ~vent t he 
alte~at ions canno t do mu ch t o mak~ t he 
pub a ny wor s e l We a v/ai t de velo'pr:lents · 
with int eres t . 

Ari.dy Cooper. . 

WHITBREAD R .I'~AL ALE GAIN . 

The Gar d en er s Arms , Gort cin Lane~ h <ii'.s · 
had a bit ·o f mo n ey spent on ~t . & ~s ' now 
s e lling handpur:1ped. Ches t e r s BitterCa t · 
64p. In the new c onfig uar a ti on a · 
c entral bar serves bhe whole 'pub , \vhicll\1 
consist s mainly of a comfor t abl e" lounge 
don e ou t i n f airly s tan dfar d li Bj_g .'Six 
tasteful 1 s tyle - plenty o f studded 
dralon s eat i ng , n o House o f Hor rofs 
excesses . Ther e's a g..a.mes r oon -,fi t h 
~ool , . te~evision and so p n • . . 

.. True t o the . n arue , t he pub -sign de pic t .s 
a gard en e r , and . the decor inc l udes sev ­
e r al fl oral p r ints' •. How odd , then , thatt 
all the v egetat ion 'is ar ti fic~.al:!._ ~ -

'BUS SPOTTI NG . .. · fo r m. Banks's cella: s ervices ma naget · 
l'ecko'ns t he cellar ls one of t he mosE . Probably t he mos t · r eli a ble type of 
ca,pacious und.er . hj_s superyt.:>J,.on , . wh_f· eh ·., pub surv ey - f r om the top o f a 'bu s ! 
no doubt makes lt a lo t easler t o s rv-~ The ol d Shady Lady i s s ti :J,l c l6s ed , butt 
u p-:.a .. go o t\1 pint . · ·. '" · '" • 1 ·' i s now -pink and blue , a n cL o v t( r t h e 

-- .. . .. __ ··-- · /' 
0

, : .. !door i t s ays 1 Opeh House 1, .& 1 Ox f ords 1 • 
Unfortunately_ th _~~1i.9..rt:cfi~ A:r.m.$ .. V_" on 1 t 
appear in the f or thcoming Great-er i · ·> 
Hanchester Good Beer Guid e , when i ~ 
opened ~he Guide was too f ar adva~ced 
to_' all;W · 1 s{op~p:i1:ess 1 inclusions , f Ut . 
if "jou wan t a good pi n t i n a good fP¥,1(.;, , 

i 

The Host trea t ment ma rc hes ·· on :, ·t he 
Straw.b erry 1 Garden s in Offerton, .. is t c 
have a g~a~s & timb e r conserva t ~ry, 
planning de.par tmen t wi lling . 
i' . , . 

• j: [' i 
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HOUND BRITAIN DRINKEH :-
Beef , Battlenie-u t s & Br eatht aldng Beailit 

Ov e r t he las t glorious ·s u mmer my wife , 
Jane t, ' cind I t oured the ·vas t, and bea 
u t iful : c6unty o f Nor t h umb erland , 

.' '"O"i\h ting the historic mo nument s , wa lk- · 
in~ t~e b~~ches , and sampling the ¥e~r 

Af ter . . a few days in the Lakes , we 
crossed th~ Pennines ~rmed with t he 
AA GuiQ. e to guesthouses , farmh ouses 
& Inns & . '' A Canny Bevy'' (Heal Al e in 
Northumber1d~d , · Tyn e & Wear) Fiss t s to _ 
wa s Ha,ltwi.s tle where we learnt t hat 
whil e t he s it es and sc enery a r e dr am­
~tic the towns ar e no r mally of the one 

'horse va r i.e ty! . (and a half dead one 
·a:rTEarn·-Jtf:ter- set tling,. i n t o our 
g u es thouse we ·· we.nt.",:i,Jl __ .s ea£,.C::h ... o f food 
&· acte'cen.t . pi nt . 'I'h e b ee r g uid"e rec:::· 
omme n.ded . the · Grey .. Buli , with · Theaks ton 
Bitt e r , XB & 61~;~ e culier but on arr ­
ival -we found o.nly the Bitt er . · The 
landlord to l d us that th e local s had 
no taste ana · only the visitor s dr ank 
real a l e . 3e then ushered u s away f rom 
t~h esf3 . 1 pea.sarit s ' t o ea t & drink i.n a 
se parate . room. Howev.er the Bi t t e r , 
br e\ved at thr Carlisle Br ewery ma de 
the v:Lsit worthwhile . · ~ 

The f ollowing day it was. a· eri p r ound 
th e Roman For t qm'nci then Ori t h rcmg h 
the Southern r ~iiches of th€nXi elaer 
Fores t which is to .. scBnic b eau ty whatt 
TrophyKeg -is to good beer . We r eached 
our next guesthou se n ear Ot t er burn & 

·;··P·n c he s k:ing the 1 Canny Bevy 1 f oun d the 
· n e~r ~st hoste l r y wi t h f ood was in Hid 
sdale , a semi - deserted industrial 
village . The Gun I nn serv ed Theakst ons 
Bitt er, _· this time the b eer was not as 
good but the isola tion fro m t he locals 
was the s ame - ar e the y trying t o t ell 
us some t hing1 Th e next c buple of days 
wer e s pent touring and wal king'round 

marl~e t . I t was Garni V3.l We ek a n d mo-st 
of t h e inhct.kta rits·.· Jl :=i _~e d:r-ess.e d i;n ... . ·-1 

m~di eval costumes, i n::: ludj ng.tthe staf f 
at ~he 9 Fle e c e 1 and tne ' j ~rke t ravez n ' , 
Ii t ried t he Drybor ou~h Pe~ tland ?0/- a t 
the Flee ce , which wa s a wf ..:1 and se emc"d 

I . ' und er tap pressur e . Th e M3rket Taver~ 
~ispense d Vaux Saupson wh i ch wae flavour ­
some an d wi t h liv e f olk m J. s ic th e pub 
is/ d e fi nately r e c omm end e d . Next . s top, 
Woi\lle r , wher e the ,Gu i de promi sed t .h e 
Ryecr o ft Ho t el, the on l y pub in Engl a n d. 
se.lling Lorimer & Cl a rks f r om . Edinbur gh . 
Ait er ~he bui l d up I was t isappiint e d ~ 
A:ft er lunch we went wa l ki r g .. and driving 
i n .the Che v i o t s and the n i .ght was sp.entt 
i~ B~lfo r d where we signe ~ the ~~al A1 e 
v~si tors book i n t he Salmc 1:. I nn, mind 
y~u the Lorimers Scotch i ~ f t a lot t o, 
b~ desire d a nd th e l a ndlo r d was o ff . 
h)is c hump!! . • ( i .l 

I 

T.o the coast at Se ahous e s & on t o · 
~~nbu. rgh wher e a f ter vis~! i r:~ th e impo s 7 
~g c as tle a nd t h e uns pol J.t beac h es we 
s\a.mpl ed Lorimers Sc otch i r the Castl e • . 
I~t ~~a s far . s u per ior to the t in the Sa lmon 
~nd we convinc ed the Ame r i ca n tour±.9•ts 

· ~ o try a half ! The e v en i n g was spen t 
; a.ting a nd drinking 3:. th ' P.l.ack Bull 
i·~n Lowick, wi .th cask c ond i t ion ed Exh;4.•­
ffti?n whi ch was on _trial . Wh~lst wel -
l comlng the produc t l on o f f 'eal Ale at 
j the Tyne Br ewery I did ' nt c on sider t he 
~b eer a s uc c ess & found i t inferi ~r t o 
; ~h e McEwan 70/ - or 80/- f r om S & N s 
· )Edinbur gh Brewery, whi ch 'i 'as also on sale, ... 

' f e c ertainl y enj oyed our hb l i day a n d 
lan r e comme n d t h e many of North Easte rn I I Scottish beer s availabl e . Hcwever i t 
~rill not b e until the qu&li·cy ar d 

~ Jvailability of cask cond~t ~one t Ale 
• t each es the level of the s c ener ) and 
~~! the hi s toric sit es tha t Nr w\:.ht;mterland 
IT c an be called a b eer dr iri k.e:"·s me cca _! 

·Centra l Northumb erland . Despe r ate Tor 
a go od pi nt I c onsult ed 'Canny Bevy' 
whi~h advised ' go & vis it' the Star 

i q im Flynn . 
"fJ 

.. _ L1J.n , Ne therton . We di d , ahd fou n d th e 
ultim~te pint of the holiday , Castle 
Eden Ale on g r a vity . The Landlor d maff 
have b een ninety, t h e pub dead but · ~ 
taste bu d s wer e crawling a l ong the 

·_,·., c eiling! We t hen mad e the mi s take ·o f 
mo ving t o n earby Alwinton t o try the 

· M'arstons Pedigree , th e pub ha d all 
the char acter o f a coach station wa it .· 
:ing rOO J11 & the Pedigree was so ordi -.­
~ry it· ri19-de, the pu b look i:nter e s tidg .. 

•. ' i 

E-astwar ds we ·Jrek ed to Alnm.ou th on 
t h e coast -whe:r ;e a f ter wetting our I 

-·-- .. ...f.e.e.t in ~.he .?ea we sampl e d Bell~aven ._· 
80/- a t the Schooner 'Inn. --The n lnland ' 
to Alnwick wi th it s Caa tl e , Abb ey & 

lii·~: -L------------~----------

+Heaton Lane , Stockpor t , off VJ:e~:sEy Squar2. 

:Te l g 480 5996 . 
·, STOCKPORTS ' WINE BAR 1/JTH R'JA.L AI,];_ -----­
\ DRAUGHT BASS 

HIGSONS MJLS ANI BITTEn. 

AT THE 
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T<EN YEA RS HARD LABOUR . · t . . . t il-h . ' . ' . t t 

'\ .) •• i ) ~~ . ~.~:7 1 h~,, };1a:t ch .~ b1!- ~·· r E1 Llc~'i1 s l·ngJ1~lg.ls : r·a es 
·_· J~E} ___ many p~O;t:JlW realise the co:a'cl1 & Hor.s e.s d~C:lded that the\ pub lad ac tua i __ y .b eel1ll 

in Hanchester i .s the only pub cob e r e d Qu ·r extendJed , rather than jus t. r efu: bi shed , 
South Nanch es t er Camra" t o -have· been···il'c· :: · they wa.nted t o .see thE f lnl .shed pub 
e v ery national Good Beer Guide from . t he · . before finally gran tir_g tb e lic ence , 
start in 1974 . Some time back a splendi dl so this ~eans a delay un ti l t he 12th . ~ 

· · 1 · · 1 ld · th or 13th ; , Ma~ch - we can't wai t ~ ! convlVl,a e venlnlg was le_ ln · _ e pub to 
Phil Levison . 

OPEN & SHUT CASES . 

Two r e c ent closures we r e not ed 1 n Sto ck ­
port : l) Th~ Egerton Ar ms , St. Pe ter g­
gat e ( Wilso~s) &.2) The Crown , Heato~ 
Lane t (Boddirtgtons ); b u t 2) has r e c ently 
r e - opened a n d l) ·will b e open by t he 
end of the month . · 

mark th~s mo~entous fa ct . · Wit~ the pass ­
age o f l:. time, the oppor t:Bmi ty a rises for 
other pubs to match up 1 0 consec utive 
y e:ars i n the GBG and 1975 seems to ' hav e 
b~Ben something o f a v intage year'as n o · 
les s than f our pubs entered t he Guid e fu 
that year .and hav e continu ed through, i n. 
ev ery edition t o 1985. The pub s are list e 
with the desciription from 1975 & 1985 : 1 
G.ATEWAY, Eas t Didsbury : 1975: Larg e un ­
spo{i pub r et~ining a cosy atmosphe~ e . 
Prib~t e r opm ~or up to· 80 pea pl e . 1985 : LUCKY SEVEN~ 
Large , mul t i - r oomed pu b . A small grou p of dedicat ed to pers made 
GRI FFIN , Heaton Her.sey: 1 9 75 : Good choice: the long tr ek out t o the Mi dway, New 
of r ooms wi t h p l easant & tradi tional d e c o ;.. Bridge La n e ( jLJ. st outside Stockport) 
1985 : Vic t orian pub, superb bar : ! o ne c 6 l d & s n oWy e v ening at t he end o f 
PRINTERS 9 Cheadle : 1975 : A thri ~ing pub LTanuary . I t was r eally t o c he ck tha t 
with a go oili card s chool in t he me n only draught Ol d Peculiar was a vailable , but 
vaul t . 1985 :· Thriving locals pub . quite , a few o f the others were qu aff e d . 
TATTON 9 Hoss Nook : 19?5 : 350 year old pu The compl e t e range of cask-condi tioned 
a • mile from Hanch c s t e r Air port . 1 985: ales is now : Te t iliey i'hld & B:ii.tt e t 7 Thwat e s 
1 7 th . ) century faf' house , c a r efully & Bodding t ons Bit t er , Pedigree , O~d 
modernised . I ntef esting carbed fir eplac e ~ • Pe culi a r a n d Clive Winkles v ery pale 
I n 1 9 ?6 a fur ther member j oined the : 'BVA .. ···--·- --·- ·- ·· ···· ·· -· · - · · ·· 

- ---ex C:lusi v e-cl·ue· 9-- Wh-&.!.1 t1i.e· Sctar in . ...--Gh.eadl.(L ~,,.....,....,..-. -·-· ·-- ....... ~....--
was included fo r the fi.rs.t . ..o.f ·J.. t s 10 · SORRY ! 
y ears i n the GBG when · it was ' a busy · Our repor t t hat altera t ions to t h e Three 
pub with ornat e f ascia' a descripti on Tunne s in Haze l Grove were i mmi nent 
that lingered unchanged for many guides a ppears to have b een un f ounded . Our 
V{hil e in 1 85 it's'a com fort able house very r e liable sour c e (T . T . T) expecfs 
o n main r oad . :Thri vi ng vault . r · nothing to happefi for a t l eas t thr ee 
R~ys P . Jon es . · , years , we lc ome news indeed , l e t vg h6pe 
---------------------~--1 r·that by ·theri Robins·ons · ide a o"dl ·what ittake s 

THE CROWN AFFAIR . a good pub will b e the s a me .a s e v.er .y.on e 
elses' ! 

Th e Crown i n Didsbury closed a r ound 1 
Christmas for the l ong expect ed al terat - [ · John .Glarke . 
ions . Ther e had b e en a l ot of rumo urs ~ 
g oi ng aro und about whatwwas t o happenT ~. · 
so JVIr . JVIic hael JVIaddocks 9 Design Consult !l ·-----_c_--,-------.-.;;,.---------.,. 

ant t ook the troubl e t o write tQ th e _·- ~~J~~-c· ~~A~rTL,_VvOOD 
local press . Gr eenalls -orJ.ginaL scheme P, Ll-- ' . · .. . ·. 
was t o produ c e a one -roo~, one- bar pub 

but the consultants pre vail e d agai ns t ~~~~: ~. ___ ___ _ __ · -··· ·- - ----·--{HOL-E HT WALL ) 
this r and hav e go:ue t o some l e nghhs to 
re t ain the. small rciom 1 feel' of the pub,, BRIDGE STREET BROW , Mfl~RKET i - STOCI;PORT 
and its } pass~geway and public bar . It 
will be v ery tradiiion·al ~ with a l a rg er \ TEL~ 480 5529 · 
public bar ~ -::;1_1llp1·e·? ··±nfrJrma±---pu:b ent er- j 
tainment Wi.1L:o e . .. e.n c.01JJ'.a.ged. ancic.it is .·1·.· 
hoped that all this will _mean.th e Crown 
becoming, mo r e of a community local, 
not l e ss. ~ and 1 a 1 haven . to:r tqg 9e want­
ing to avoid th e posers _ whicn~' abound in 
Didsbur::r; , .. ... ·-----· ·-- · ,. 

Everything was all set to r e - open on 

WILS ONS REAL ALE HA:ifDPlliMPS 

PUB FOOD MONDAY TO SAI'URDAY & BAT K HOLS 

11 -30 .... 2~0Q. 

Functi"n room availabl e 
. for 
'----Meetfngs·;--fiarties etc, 



OFEIHNG 'I'IHES PAGE SIX 

-----

iJLJ]) of t h ~ Yec l r 'I ·~· ~j_ it.> ·-- THE MANCI:J:ESTER ARivl S . 

The c oveted 1984 Br a nch Pub of ii h.e Year-·r· _.,...~.-,...:..:...;;;....._~,_._~--~--.,.--........ ----_;._----~ 

Award _}l~;=L been wo-n .,-·ny· t li~ ·J1anche.ster :nEW HOUSE AT HOME . ;, 
·Arms ; Well:i.ngton Road South , ' sto"ckport ~o The Old House at~ Home , Burton Rd ., Wi t t h ­

ThB Awar d is g i ven in appr eciati on of 
the cq_nsiste nt , high quality o f th e 
t r~diticihaJ. beer , th e tradition~l 
Ei L?-rroundin~s and of tl1e licensee , who 

_J;.s cot1llllit ted to k 8e ping thj_n gos tha t 
~\ray l : 

.. ingto:n ( Whitbread ) 9 which has had 
sev eral da t es f ol' r e -furbishment ' is 

. 
Ian & Dot Bro oke_s. ,ha.v.e . . ju-~t c ce l'E:l brafe d 

c·::·.six --year s·-· in. T he 'M . A. i a nd_th.e y: have 
r etai ned their h j_gh :tce·pula ti on. :for 
g:B:e at ~ handpump~d~ Bobipsons . Bes t Hild 
& 'Bes t. :E\{t t e r which ha.s c~~bined 'with 
a uniqu e jLndividuality i n ''the pub vi' i t h 
s'Bch div'~rs e a c tivi ti e~ as Chri-stmas 
·tn J uly , The .: iA,-orst entertainer t a l en t 
night 9 the famous rocke t man (a .repe att , 
pe rforma n c e i s p romised-! !) and , of 

'"c ou r se th e live mus:i.c nights 9 i ri tlucting · 
t he Mega Ban d and the trumpe t playing 

.: Landlord~ 

The Presen t at i on is on Apr i l 4th . 9 -

come e a~ly 3 it m~ght j us t get a bit 
busy ·l ~! 

TO CO I N A PH.RASE ? 

The Tal bot ~ Maulde t h Road ~ La~ybarn , 
CChes t er:s · Hil d & Bitt er) is closing 
at th e Bnd of March f or a r e - fit .• We 
a r e al l now well used fo t. h~- lneaning 
of 'Bo s t s Tr eatmenti, so wha t shal l 
we call .. this on e? 1 De- Hous e o f Horrors - . 
i fi cation 1 ? 
·---------_;._-------------------~~--------~ 
Hear d at the Ba~. 

A Lakelan d pub wi t h 5 harl.d,pumps ~ 
' Have you any r ea]~ ale on han dpump ? 
Barman: 1 Yes 1 

i I me.an:r;:.ea~ al e on handpmmp . 
Barman : H9-rt l e y ' s 9 Te tleys 9 Cask Bass, 
Hartelys ~ild or Ci der? ' 
'Oh ' 
And now-~n 1 i n 1 one , f rom th e Marbl e 
Arch : " Hello Leo ! 11 

A. cat ,1 8" -ey e vie w: I I purred ; w:r~en I s aw 
my wo r ds i n pr i n t bu t s to pped \vhen I 
hear d a bout the Grafton , 1 Weird 1 t he 
black cat told m<S· bus ine ss was be tt e r 
i n the last week than she ever . r emembe- s 1 

':'.: -~ .. ---:7 
no poi n t g_o.ing .. ba ck t o· see that young 
l ady in· the new pub, she won ' t,;;· -be -· ··-···'" 
t here ! 1 

'rhe aks ton Cat·;.,:,,. 

.......... .. ...... : 

n ow finally r e -open f or business i The 
only real structuaral alteiat i on is a n 
~xtension in t he car park side ~ t his. 
is now t he only '. entrance as the Bur ton 
Road do:or i s bricked up . - . 

The pub s tyl e has b een describ ed as 
'c ottag y 1 and th o low b ea ms , cur tai ned 
win dows a n d comfortabl e fdrnitur e 
c ertainly hav e a very co s y f eel a bout 
fhem , and what with t h e hci nting print s 
an~ 'old' photos , yo u' d ne~er know yo u 
we r e in de e pest Wi t hi ng t on ! On e wa ll is 
linect with b ooks , b u t i t' s no g bod going 
f or a q~ie t r ead , th ey ir e al l glu ed ·. 
together ! 

The r e a r e two cask - c on diti on ed a l e s 
availabl e , Hand pu l l ed Chester Mild . has 
'joine d the Bitt e r at 65p & 6 6p r espe e t ­
i ve l y . The r e i s th o usual rang e 6 f the 
proc e ssed vari ety, Tr ophy , Li g h t , Stron g 
b ow9 Hei n eken & Stell a . Full.ma rks "tor 
t he cl ear l y l egible pric e lists, ~hich 
also give Q. Gs . 

WREXHAM RE - OPENING. 

No t hi ng se ame d t o happen f or _. s ome time 
~t the Wr exham , a small Boddi e s hous e 
on Ash t on Old Road whi th cl6sed las t 
Abtumn, but ' i t 's now a hive ·~f activ ity , 
atid i s instantly r ecogni sah el by i t s 
sign . boards .., BODDINGTONS a nd W:RE)CHAM 
HIN. When p0lit oly asked fo r a r e - ope rrng 
dq t e t he b Gs t the brewery could say 
wa\s ,. in t he n oar_ futur e . ~ 

\ 
Phi.l Levison . 

\ 

Bo· ·· A·· w s·· · ~· . •. I \ . 

' ; 

I . 

1-fEAD 
~~RK~ PLACE , STOCKPORT 

SAMUEL . SMlTHS OLD BREvJERY 

BIT'T'ER 

PUB FOOD DAI LY 

LI VE JAZZ ATIID ROCK 'ANTI ROI~L 

j 


