
STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA 

THE E.E.C. DAMBUSTERS 
By Peter Edwardson. 

The European Court of J ustice has carried out a "dam
bus ting raid against West Germany'~ pure beer l a ws that 
threatens to unleash a flood of inferior f ore i gn beer 
onto the German market. 

The Court has ruled that German's 470 year-old 
"Reinheitsgebot" was a restraint of t rade which stopped 
foreign brewe r s competing in the German marke t . This 
law or i ginated in Bavari a & was a dopted all over West 
Germany in 1952 . It lays down that the only ingredients 
permitted in beer are malt, hops, yeast & water, plus 
wheat in some traditional specialities. 

Foreign brewers can, and do, use all kinds of inferior 
materials, inc luding sugar, maize, rice, potato starch 
and a variety of c hemi c al additives such as enzymes, 
a l ginates , ascorbic acid & sulphur dioxide. In many 
countries , inc luding Britain, there is no requirement 
to list ingredients on the label. Interestingly, 
Guiness was o n e of the f ew f ore i gn beers that cou l d be 
sold in Germany . 

The Germans are the EEC ' s most enthus iasti c beer drink
ers, with an average consumpti on of 250 pints a year, 
compared with 190 in Britain. Most German beer is of th 
lager type, but, brewed from high quality materials , 
lagered for months, unpasteurised & on l y lightly car
bonated . There is a wide variety of beer styles - dark 
lagers , smoked beers, wheat beers & top fermenting 
"altbier " similar to Br i tish ales, all brewed under the 
' Reinhe itsgebot' . 

The Germans have a fierce pride in the purity of their 
national drink , and are unlikely to welcome foreign 
beers with open arms . They argued that the average mal e 
gets o ver 25~ of his daily nutrition from beer & so 
would be at risk from l arge doses of additives in 
f o r e i gn beers . The Euro pean Court would have n on e of it 
& insisted that they open the i r market to inferior beer 

The dec isi on goes against t he whole trend of thinking 
which sees addit i ves in food & drink as dangerous and 
unnecessary . Competit i on should not b E put before 
quality & purity to allow the free distribution of 
potentia lly harmful rubb ish. 

Wou l d it not have been better i f t he Court had banned 
al l additives and insisted that all beer be brewed only 
fro m pure, wholesome and t raditional ingredients -
mal t , hops, yeast and wat e r? 
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Leadboi ler, Titani c , Moonraker , Owd 
Rodger , Pendle Witches Brew, Miners 
Arms Governors Ale , Oakhill Farmers 
Ale, English Guineas Stout, Merrie 
Monk, Robinsons Dark Mild, London 
Pride - all these , and many more 
traditional British Beers, together 
with Kingston Black Cider, Perry, 
Dry & Sweet Ciders will be assembled 
for your taste buds to be well and 
t ruly tickled at the First Stockport 
Beer Festival t o be held at the College 
of Technology , Wellington Road South 
from the 23rd ., to the 25th ., April. 

In all there should be over 30 beers 
from 20 Breweri es from as far afie ld 
as Scotland , Somerset, Herefordshire 
a nd Middleton Junction! 

Full details of Opening Times etc. , 
will be found inside but in the meantime 
make s u re you l eave at least one evening 
free to taste the Best o f British Beers ! 

MARKET PLACE, STOCKPORT 

FINE ROBINSONS ALES 
superb cuisine 
every lunchti_me * 
full a la carte mon.
sat. evenings* 
Wednesday: Return of the 

BOOGIE CLUB 

with John Brett & 

~ ~ Norman Beaker 
.Aj:;':>V'11~ LIVE MUSIC SUNDAY 

tj I I IF\.11 ~ 9. 1=\tt: 

., 
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MONROES 
We reported in February's 'Opening Times' that 
Monroes, London Road , Manchester , was undergoing 
a major revamp . The thoughts at the time were 
th~t the pub would become 'instant Victorian' 
and get a n ew name . 

Wrong on both counts' 

Still callwd Monroes , it's now a two roome r with 
a semi-Victorian themed public bar (the pin ball 
machine looks out of place to say the least) and 
a huge completely over the top lounge. Large 
pictures of Marilyn Monroe predominate, over
shadowed only by the vast illuminated Wurlitzer 
Jukebox. It's so kitsch and tacky that it's quite 
attractive in a strange sort of way. 

• Only one cask beer is available - the less than 
inspiring Chesters Bitter which will set you 
back 78p a pint - or 40p a half - I always 
thought that a half of 78 was 39- but we'll 
let that pass. 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH. 

CAM RA -CALLING 
This month is Beer Festival Month - so not 
quite so much go ing on. 

We kick off on the 6th., April with a 
social at the SUN IN SEPTEMBER, Burnage 
Lane . A good Sam Smiths pub, this, selling 
exce llent Old Brewery Bitter. We start at 
8-30-9-00 pm. 

The Branch Annual General Meeting is on 
Thursday, April 9th., at the Blossoms, 
and we follow this on Monday, 13th., 
with a two-way social in Hazel Grove. Times 
are 8-30 - 10-00 in the Grove and 10-00 
11-00 across the road in the Woodman. 

Pub of the Month is on Thursday, 16th., 
at the ROMPER, Pinfold Lane, Ringway. A 
bit out of the way this one, s o transport 
will be.laid on. Phone me for details. 
On Monday 20th., we have a social at the 
Waggon & Horses on Hyde Road. This is a 
Halts pub and rather run down at the 
moment- there's a new landlord however & 
the brewery are apparently going to spend 

No the Austrian Government have decided to use 
about £70,000 on the place. 

their confiscated contaminated wine mixed with 
salt to de-ice the roads- isn't it time our Thursday 23rd., to Saturday 25th., sees 
Government used our own brewed ch~micals, lager, the even t of the year - the First Stockport 
in th~ same manner? Beer Festival -Be there!!! 
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Weddings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, 

Conferences, Club Meetings 
Just phone the Manager for details. 

Gransmoor. 1417 Aston Old Road, Openshaw 
~ David Gardner · 370 1397 

Hot & cold meals & buffets available 

Gorton Arms,Clowes Street, West Gorton 
~ .AJan Randles - 223 0318 

.Hot & cold meals & buffets available 

. Osborne House, Rochdale Road , Collyhurst 
~Richard Jones · 205 4831 

. Cofd. buffets & snacks available 

Selection of Fine Wines & Spirits 
Banks's Superb Traditional Draught Ales 

On Monday 27th., we'll be winding down 
from the Festival at the Station in 
Didsbury (Marstons) and we finish off 
Aprils' events on Friday, 1st., May (!) 
with the 'Portwood Circular' crawl -
7-00 pm kick off at the Arden Arms, 8-30 
in the Rifle Volunteer and back to the 
Arden Arms again by 10-45pm. 

As usual, if you want more information, 
please phone me, John Clarke, on 831-7222 
extension 307 in the day, or 477-1973 at 
night. 

FAIR SHARES? 
CAMHA once spa~ned a pub-owning offshoot 
called CAMRA (Real Ale) Investments. Through 
the vagaries of takeovers, this has no w 
become a firm c alled Midsummer Leisure 
PLC; at their last AGM, the Registrar 
stated that'some 75 shareholders from the 
old CAMRA Investments days were still en 
the books but could not be traced owing 
to change of address or a similar reason . 
If any of the 75 are reading this and would 
like to either realise their investment or 
explore the delights of their Company -
which range from a disco in the Swansea 
valley to a snooker hall in Derby the 
Registrar can be contacted at: City Gate 
Registrars Ltd., 2 , Canary Wharf, London 
17 1 11 ()C T 



PLACES TO VISIT AROUND AND ABOUf-: .. ...... ... . 

ECCLES 
By Humphrey Higgins. 

The North Manchester town of Eccles is not 
renowned for examples of scenic delight or 

arc hitectural beauty - but what it lacks in 
this respect it more than adequately makes up 
f or in its wide range of excellent and varied 
watering holes! 

Transport to Eccles is very good - with the 
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\n:bt <tastlrtuooli 
(HOLE IN WALL) 

Opposite TSB, Bridge St., Stockport 
********************* 

Children Welcome 11-3 & 5.30-lpm 

Pub Meals .. Lunch M on- Sat./1.30- lpm 

Jiand pumperl --- Real _~es 
SAMUEL \VEBSTER 

22 bus going direct from Stockport via Chorlton,~------------------------------------------------
Stretford & Urmston (last bus back is 10-46 
from Eccles bus station) and there is an 
excellent rail service from Manchester 
Victoria. 

Thanks to the efforts of North Manchester 
Camra, the drinker can now enjoy his pint up 
to t he c ivilised hour of 11 pm every weekday -
a fr eedom that we in Stockport have had for 
the past two years. 

Anyway - onto the pubs and with seven r eal 
ale outlets on Church Street alon~ a full day 
out is advised! The RAILWAY offers a very 
acceptable pint of Tetleys in a traditional 
atmo sphere and opposite you could try the 
CROSS KEYS for Bass & Stones but the Bass was 
off and the Stones variable to say the least 
on my visit. There's a good pint of Boddies 
to be had in the ODDFELLOWS and Greenalls 
can be sampled in the FOX VAULTS. For Wilsons 
make a bee line for the TOWN HALL where there 
is an excellent pint of mild,bitter and Websters 

KEYIN & SUE WELCOME YOU 

To The Swan 
with 

Two Necks 
OPP. WOOLWORTHS . PRINCES ST., STOCKPORT 

ROBINSONS BEST BEERS. 

HOT & COLD LUNCHTIME FOOD. 

CHILDRENS' ROOM. 

A HAVEN IN THE SHOPPING PRECINCT! 

Choice - which, surprisingly is a very good 
seller. Yorkshire Bitter is also available 
and it's not surprising that the quality is 
good as the pub is now tenanted by Gordon 
McTear from the GBG listed New ;Inn in Stockport. 

Opposite is the DUKE OF YORK, recently re
furbished and serving good Taylors Landlord, 
Best Bitter & Ram Tarn along with Chesters 
mild and bitter & Marstons Pedigree and 
there is also a fortnightly guest beer. 

Sam 5miths OBB was on good form at the 
ALBERT EDWARD on my last visit and this 
is a nice little pub to boot. 

Eccles is, of course, a veritable Mecca 
for Holt~ 16qers a nd no better example of 
this fine brew is the LAMB on Regent 
Street. A fine, traditional pub, this -
lots of polished wood and etched windows 
and the bar is very reminiscent of that 
in the Griffin, Heaton Mersey -pity about 
the flock wallpaper, though. Another good 
pint of Halts can be had in the WELLINGTON, 
though the pub is pretty uninspiring. 

On Liverpool Road there are two traditional 
Wilsons pubs - the DIAMOND XX and the BLACK 
BOY - both decent a le and no-nonsense 
boozers. Decent Boddingtons, too, in the 
'estate type' ELLESMERE opposite. 

There's also an excellent curry house to 
while away the closed session - the Selina 
on Church Street. 

I 've hardly done credit to the whole of the 
town - the SWINGING BRIDGE out on Barton 
Road is wel l worth a v1sit as is the DROP 
INN on Monton Road - both Free Houses. 

All in all a town to come back to! 

NEXT MONTH OUT OF TOWN MOVES SOUTH TO 



THE CHEAD LE CHALLENGE - By Rhys Jones. 

As one of the more pleasant urban villages on 
Mancheste r's Southern rim, Cheadle is prime 
pub-crawling territory . No surpris e , then , that 
our recent crawl attracted a large and enthus
iast i c turnout. As ever , comments on the pubs 
and the beers a re based on how we found things 
on the night, and shouldn),t be taken as 
"CAMRA's last word." 

We started in the WHITE HART, at the western 
end of High Street. An imposing building , it's 
been much revamped inside to provide a fairly 
standard lounge, though some attract ive etched 
glass still remains in the front door. It 
se lls both Boddingtons beers, now on handpump; 
mil d was judged good, while bitter was well 
above average. 

Just across the road lies the CROWN, a Hydes 
pub converte d from a couple of shops in the 
ear l y 70s and selling mild and bitter on 
electr ic pump . This has never been Cheadle's 
most attractive pub, but it~s looking rather 
pleasanter since the arri val of Ralph Heatley , 
fo rmerly o f East Didsbury's Gateway- whos e 
pledge t o remove the hideous wa llpaper has 
been fulfilled! Both beers were above av e rage, 
wi th the mild securing higher marks by the 
merest whisker. 

The VINE i s the only pub in the village owned 
by Pennine Hosts . The decor i s taste ful but oh 
so familiar from so many other pubs run by 
Hosts . Surprisingly , only one real ale i s on 
sale . Wi lsons bitter on handpump - _~an Hosts f"' "'-' ""''""'"' '"' ,-~ '-" C-' CH-'" ""' T-' T-' T-' '-' '-' '"" T-' -~~ 

!~ Tl1e i1; 

~ " Nursery Inn 1! 

~
~:· GREEN LAN~·, lltATVN NORRIS ;; 
, STOCKPORT 1. 

f, * Traditionally Brewed Hyde's Anvil Ales · 1 
!(; 

* Good Home Cooked Food Served Dally !1~ 

i~ * We now cater for families in our upstairs 
Dining Room which Is . also available for 
functions. • M on- Fri. 

* Bowling Parties Catered for- Details on ~ 
~ on request. 

. -. - · -· -· -·--· ___ ,_, _,_,l 
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THf:. C.HEADLt. CRAWL 

0 

J<~'t : I . WHITe HACT",· ;z. Cll.Ov.IIV; 3 . VIN€..; 4. SIA.I!..; 

5 . (jC0(6€.&DtAGOIV (K~ 011/l:t ); 6. fi.AILWAY; 7 . STATION;" 

8 . lOiAL OAK; 9. t£.DucN; /0. QvE£NS; 11 . Pi.oVTE.f.S. 

pubs now have at least one Webs ters beer . 
Whilst one or t wo of the party managed t o 
enjoy it, the beer was generally rated below 
average . A notable f eature of the pub was 
the obtrus ive piped musi c . 

Onward now to the STAR, a Hydes' pub whose 
splendid exteri or and revolving door must 
surely raise the highest expectations in any 
n ewc omer to the a rea. Once inside, though , 
such hopes are dashed by the dra b and box
l ike interior, comp lemented on our visit 
by equally dismal beer - both e l ectri c pumped 
mild a nd bitter were judge d below average. 

Despite having no passenger sta tion, Chead l e iE 
traversed by two railways, so it's no surprise 
to find pubs cal led both the Railway and the 
Station and Boddingtons RAILWAY, on Manchester 
Road, was our next call . This is a theme pub 
wher.e the railway theme has been laid on with 
a trowe l, and although there are a number of 
authe ntic items lurking amongst the tat , it 
was far too busy for us to find them. The 
beers, handpumped mild and bitter , were bo th 
above average , t he bitter being marginally 
pref erred. 

The STAT I ON, opened to a fanfare last year 
as one of Banks' s growing holding in the area , 
is in fact the o ld Cheadle North r ailway 
station and as such doesn't need an a ppli ed 
railway theme - it has the real thing out 
the bac k in the s hap e of t he fre ight line 
down which trund le 500 ton loads of lime
sto~e (m ind you, t here are a couple o f 
semaphore signal arms displayed in t h e pub 
if you know where to look). This place 
produced the only boun ce r -o f the night - how
e ver only one of the two doors was so guarded 
a nd whil e bouncers and good pubs don ' t usually 



STAGGER - continued. 

Go together this one at lea~t : lfulflilleo one 
useful function by opening the door for us on 
entering and leaving. Mild and bitter, both 
on electric pumps, were both above average, 
with the bitter rated slightly more highly; 
nobody tried the Black Country Bitter, though 
this is understood to be one of the few pubs 
in the area where the lower gravity bitter 

. is still available cask-conditioned. 

Back into the villagecentre now, to Robinsons' 
ROYAL OAK, a pub which never seems quite to I 

live up to its potential, though that's not to 
deny that it's a perfectly good pleasant and 
friendly local - nice to see a flight of 
Guinness " toucans on the wall. The handpumped 
bitter was above average, while those seeking 
something different opted not for mild, but 
for Old Tom, which was predictably very good. 

Across to the RED LION, where it was standing 
room only in an odd semi-open plan layout. The 
pub boasts a handsome bank of five handpumps, 
and the very prominent pricelist is praise-

· worthy- nice to see licensees taking their 
legal obligations seriously. The pubs real 
claim to fame is to be one of the very few 
pubs selling Robinsons Ordinary Bitter, a 
nistinctive brew well worth seeking out. We 
f ound it to be on good form, as was the mild . 

Our next call, the PRINTERS, was, as expected, 
the busiest pub of the night. It ~s a small pub, 
retaining a choice of rooms, and its strong 
local following means it soon fills up. The 
beers available are Robinsons mild and best 
bitter , both on electric pump. Bitter was 
good, mild was very good. 

On our way to the Printers, we had deliberately 
skipped the QUEENS ARMS on the other side of 
the road, intending to finish there. This 
proved a wise decision, since, while the pub 
was busy enough, there was significantly more 
room than in the Printers. The Queens is 
another outlet for Robinsons Ordinary Bitter, 
served on handpump alon~side mild, with Old 
Tom from the cask in the winter months. Our 
decis4 on to finish here was doubly justified 
by the quality of the beer, which gained the 
most consistently high ratings of the evening
a fitting result for a fine local. 

FOOTNOTE: There is one other real ale outlet 
in the village - the Conservative Club, which 
sells Boddingtons bitter & Robinsons mild and 
going in to check it out local CAMRA stalwart 
Neil Kellett was apparently publicly haran
gued and dealt a £2 f~ne for late payment of 
subscriptions! When eventually obtained, the 
Boddingtons bit~er rated slightly above 
average. 

®prnlng tltimrs 

ON THE RIGHT LINES 
We are delighted to welcome Eric and Sylvia 
Sandiford as the new Tenants at Holts' 
Railway on Manshaw Road, Openshaw. 

Eric and Sylvia, whose first pub this is, 
took over in the last week of February - and 
their first task was to clean the pub of its 
accumulation of dirt! It's good to have a 
couple in the Railway who appreciate the 
importance of hygene, and the difference is 
obvious -the pub's infamous musty aroma has 
gone, and the place looks altogether sprucer. 

Further progress depends on the brewery 
matching the time and effort (and money) that 
the new licensees have put into the place. 
Halts' plans include restoring the famous 
outside lamp to its former glory, and doubling 
the size of the ladies toilet; ::to two spaces -
though whether the wooden seats will remain 
is unknown! 

A further possibility, though a decision on 
this has yet to be taken, is knocking through 
from the main bar to a currently unused 
back room which boasts a broad brick chimney
breast - this offers some interesting 
decorative possibilities, and it is to be 
hoped that Holts pursue the idea. 

Thank 
goodness, 
it's back .. 

Now you can try a taste of].B.A. 
Prenuum bitter-the beer that became a 
legend in its own time. 

Originally brewed at the Almond 
family brewery in Wigan, this superb full
bodied beer captures the full flavour of a 
bygone era. · 

J.B.A. Premium 
bitter is now being brewed 
again in the time
honoured tradition, 
allowing you to enjoy a 

Jl· R .. ·. J n. - taste or ~he 
~ pastagam. 

Welcome home. 

Brewed by Burtonwood Brewery 



By John Clarke. 

Back to Manchester this month and the Bowling 
.Green, Grafton Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock. 
The Bowling Green once belonged to the Salford 
brewer, Groves and Whitnall who fell victim 
to Big Seven member Greenall Whitley in 1961. 
The brewery was closed in 1972 and the Bowling 
Green now offers Greenalls cask beers, 
unusually selling the full range - mild, 
bitter and 0 riginal, all on handpump. 

Custom comes mainly from the nearby hospitals 
and medical school and although fairly quiet 
on my visit, it gets busy at the end of the 
week. The food is fairly standard pub food 
but portions are generous and the price low. 

On my visit there were two specials available; 
'Home-made' steak and kidney pie, chips, peas 
(or beans) and gravy at £1.10 or chicken, 
veg & chips also at £1.10. I chose the steak 
and kidney pie and was most impressed - a 
large slice of pie with chunks of meat and 
kidney, a good portion of chips & peas 
(processed unfortunately, but you can't have 
everything.) Very tasty and filling to say 
the least. The chicken etc. looked equally 
good. 

Apart from the two specials there are a 
variety of other items, divided up on the 
menu into 'snacks' and 'meals'. 

The snacks range from salads (ham, cheese, 
beef at 40-45p; toasties (cheese, ham, cheese 
and ham) at 40-50p to a variety of harms, for 
example steak & onion 45p, sausage 35p. 

The meals are similar but larger - ham or 
eheese salad at £1.25, steak barm, burger barm 
or sausage all with chips and veg at 90p 
which will also get you sausage, egg and 
chips. Curry with rice or chips is available 
at £1.25 and this looked extremely ood. 

An unusual feature is that you give your 
christian name when ordering, which is then 
called out when the food arrives - much nicer 
than an an;1nymous number! 

So, not very sophisticated food, but good, 
plain and filling and at prices that are 
difficult to beat. Definitely one to visit 
if you are in the area. 
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JOHN AND ANNE NAGEL WELCOME YOU TO THE 

181\Jfil~~w~~ 
*****·***** ~!\..~~ ******* 

FREE HOUSE, CHESTERGATE, STOCKPORT 

HANDPULLED TRADITIONAL BEERS from 

TETLEY. WALHhllS.IND COOPE 
~ &}ENNJNGS .~ 
~ **************** ~ 
FOOD ALWAYS AVAILABLE! ..... . 

·Jive entertainment fridays 
&sundays 

FRIDAYS: 

SUNDAYS: 

PADDY FEERY AND THE 
BLARNEY BOYS 

PETER CARBERRY'S 
IRISH BAND 

Tel. 429 0716 

BASS NEWS 
The tied estates director of Bass North West 
has recently told CAMRA that the conversions 
of pubs to cask Stories are proceeding apace. 
They have apparently starting selling cask 
beer in 50 of their 140 managed houses. 

We have also been assured that if any licensee 
wishes to sell cask bee~ provided that the 
cellar facilities are suitable, the brewery 
would provide the beers required. 

Locally the plan to start selling cask Stones 
at Fobs Wine Bar in Didsbury has temporarily 
foundered but Bass assure us that they are 
looking at the possibilities of spending some 
money to provide suitable cellar facilities. 
Meanwhile the 'on-off' saga of whither cask? 
at the Hope, Heaton Norris, looks set for a 
satisfactory conclusion. Bass plan to refurbish 
the pub and have told us that when work is 
complete the pub WILL be selling cask beers. 

So all is not too bad on the Bass front - remember 
when you're in your Bass local, ask the licensee 
to request cask beer from the brewery. 



REAL SYRUP? 
You might be fo~given for thinking that it would be 
hard to make processed beer taste any worse than it 
does at the moment. However you can rest assured, 
because apparently the big brewers have teams of 
dedicated sc ientists working on the problem at this 
very moment! Perhaps that's why the price of a pint 
is so high ...... . 

According to no less an organ than the "Financial 
Times", 'Proce sses have been perfected by leading 
Brewers in Britain and the Netherlands for concentrating 
beer into a highly intoxicating syrup. 

'In theory, rather in the fashion o f pub cola dispensers 
the syrup can be diluted into an acceptable drink, 
reputedly indistinguishable from 'real' beer, by the 
addition of carbonated water at the bar.' 

Whether British drinkers will really be unable to tell 
the difference is very doubtful, and it's most un
likely they'll give this new brainwave a 'cordial' 
reception! ! 

OLD TOM KING! 
Regulars at the Old Ki ng, Portwood, Stockport, will 
have been surprised by the sight of a cask of Robbies 
Old Tom on the bar. Nothing odd about that you say, 
except that the Old King is a Bass pub. 

At first we thought that it was a strange trading 
aagreement (Robb ies sell Tennants Extra Lager from 
Bass) but we have now been told that Old Tom was put 
into selected Bass houses for an exper iment (it was 
also available in the Burton Arms, Swan Street , 
Manches ter ) wh i ch has now ended . 

Let's hope that t he experiment was a success - a 
quality Old Ale would improve the Bass range no 
end . 

Stockport is to get its very own blob-shop . Yes, a 
Yates Wine Lodge is to open in the town by the end of 
the year. It'll be located in the old District Bank 
premises on St . Petersgate & will be one of the new up 
market lodges which are replacing the old spit and saw 
dust es tablishments. Most Yates' sell a cask beer into 
the bargain so that's something to look forward to as 
wel l - Hal ts would be nice. 
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qEgerton~rms 
ST. PETERSGATE 

(Near the Market Merseyway Car Park) 
TE l:.477 8008 

Your hosts John & Joan Newport invite 
you to call in and sample their excellent 
food, whilst enjoying a relaxing drink. 

We have an excellent selection of 
homemade Hot & Cold meals, boasting our 
famous Hot Roast Beef & Pork Sandwich 
Carvery at 95p and including chilli, curries, 
steak & mushroom pie, lasagne & daily 
specials. · 

Evening meals available, children 
welcome lunchti":Je & early evening. 

WHAT'S ON INOURCONCERTROOM 

Thursday: Songwr •te rs S•ngers & Mus1cians Club 

Friday & Saturday: LIVE GROUPS 
Parties catered for - function room available. 

HAPPY HOUR S.30- 7.00 MON.-FRI. 

TETLEYS BRANCH OUT 
Readers may r ecal l the plans last year 
o f Barry Sullivan, the former owner 
o f the Shady Oak in Bramhall, to 
build a pub at the Seven Arches 
Garden Centre on Ladybridge Road, 
Cheadle Hulme. The plans fell through 
as a result of a large number of 
objections by local residents. 

However, Tetleys have now succeeded 
in getting planning permission for 
the site and are building a new 
hostelry there. 

Watch this space for more detai ls. 

BEER FESTIV~L SPECIAL OFFER ........ . 

Reduced admission rates to evening 
sessions of the Stockport Festival 
can be had for parties of 10 or more. 
For details please contact Andy Cooper 
on 0625 872641 (day) or 477 2959 
in the evenings . 

~be 1§oars ~tab, Market Place, Stockporl. 

Open 6 Days:Ciosea sundoi}J: Good Food DaiiY:Live MuJic 6 Nights. 

Sam Smiths Real Ale:Te/:4803978 



THE BEAKS TO BLAME? 
1t has come to light that the licensing 
Magistrates in Gr eater MaHchester appear to 
b e a pp l ying a very harsh interpretation to 
the laws regarding pub renovations. 

The law requires that a licensee must be able 
to supervise adequately the who l e of the 
licensed premises. 

It appears that l ocal magistrates take this 
to mean that the licensee must be ab l e to see 
all parts of the pub fr om the bar. This has 
led to some a ppalling opening up of pubs in 
parts of our area - as readers wi l l no doubt 
b e aware. 

Could this s ound the death-knell f or of 
Greater Manchesters' best pubs? 

STRONG ARM? 

The camp a ign to abolish handpumps wh i ch dispe nse 
keg beer is not likely to meet with unfettered 
acclaim at the Grey Horse in Penshaw near 
Sunde rl and. One diminutive barmaid fi nds the 
engines so stiff t hat she i s seen hanging in 
midair using h e r whole body weight to squeeze 
a half out of the things . The landlady, however, 
has no such problems. Although of average size 
she is of above average fitness and has twice 
mana ed to crack the urns in two!! 

Brewing a taste 
of tradition 

Now available 

TETLEY WALKER 

houses 

1n your area 

Brewers of fme Cumbna Ales · 
since/828 
]ENNINGS BROTHERS PLC 
Castle Brewery Cockermouth Cumbria CAJJ 9NE 
Telephone: (0900) 823214 
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THE 
1\IANCHESTER ARMS 

STOCK PORT 
Tel 061 <480 2852 

CLASSIC JUKE BOX 

• 
BIKERS WELCOME 

• 
ROBtNSONS FINEST 

ALES 

• 
MARTIN & SANDY 

REAL ALE IN CENTRAL & SOUTH MANC HE STER -
Update no. 13. 

At l ong last the Shakespeare on Fountain 
Street, Manchester City Centre , has put in 
Real Ale, in the shape of Wilsons and Websters 
Bitte rs. However this central gain is b a l ance( 
by the loss of the solitary handpump at 
Chesters Aces in West Gorton. 

Back in the Centre, Bensons has dropped mild 
but added handpump ed Pedigree; the Brewers 
Arms has no Higson s and n ow sells its 
Bodding t ons beers exc l usively on handpump; 
the Coach and Horses has ga i ned Burtonwood 
JBA (though increasingly, not a l l of the 
full range of beers are on at any one time 
- a sensible move which has done wonders 
for the consistent quality of the pint 
served); and t h e King has stopped sel ling 
Burton Al e . 

At the Longsight in Belle Vue, Black Country 
Bitter is back in cask f orm , on electr i c 
dispense - licensee Pe te is making a real 
e ffort to promote it, so please give it a 
trey if you 're in the area- wh il e at the 
nearby Imper ial , West Gorton, has put 
Tetley mild on keg ow ing to slow sal es, but 
has replaced it with Tetley bitter. The 
Duke of Edinburgh in Br adford has withdrawn 
Jennings bi tter , while in Clayton the 
Strawberry Duck has, on a trial basis, re 
p l aced Wilsons mi l d with handpumped Websters 
Green Label . 

Finally , at the Albion i n Burnage, the mi ld 
should i n fact read Best Mild . 

STOP PRESS: The Black Country Bitter at the 

Longsight has now returned to keg after the 

short- lived exper iment with cask . 



LETTER 
Jear Sir, 

" Your expose of fake handpumps (March O.T.) was 
not before time, as the Elizabethan in Heaton 
Moor is by no means the only pub indulging in 
this shameful practice. The Vale Cottage in 
Gort0n for instance, a fine pub in many respects, 
uses a handpump to dispense Wilsons Special 
Mild - a beer only available in keg form - and 
compounds the deception by not even having a 
pump clip to tell you that's what you're 
getting. Isn't it odd how it's almost always 
the big brewers who get up to this sort of 
nonsense? Are they so ashamed of their product 
that they must try to dress it up as something 
it isn't? 

Yours etc., 

Rhys P. Jones. 

COURT IN THE ACT. 

Regular users of the Good Beer Guide will be 
~leased to learn that the 1987 edition has 
kept up the tradition of including a deliberate 
error. Anyone who tries 'phoning Whitbread 
Wessex will find themselves talking to 
Portsmouth Crown Court! 

®ptning tn:imts ~agr 9 

RICHARD AND SUSAN GENDERS-

7'e '8Dttte Stap 
136, ACRE LANE, BRAMHALL 
FULLERS LONDON PRIDE I THFAKSTONS 
TAYLORS LANDLORD WADWORTHS BEERS 

WARSTEINER PILS & BOCK._ BIERS ON TAP 
OCCASIONAL eEERS FROM RUDDLES, 
BRAKSPEARS & SHEPHERD NEAME 

PINTS- POLYPINS-FIRKINS-BARRELS. 
OPEN MON-FRI3-10-30,SAT11·11.SUN 11·10. 

TEL:439 4904. 

The Pub of the Month for April is the Romper, 
on the edge of Ringway Airport on the corner 
of Pinfold Lane and Yewtree Lane near the 
A538, Wilmslow Road. 

The Romper is a genuine old unspoilt pub, 
------------------------------------------------~with stone floor, a low beam ceiling and 

l ; 1 ! tff17I!J l£5 
THE TICKET THAT SAVES 

YOU MORE MONEY! 

log fires, making a stark contrast to the 
nearby urban sprawl of Manchester Airport 
and the M63. 

It was recently under threat when the Happy 
Eater chain applied to build one of their 
restaurants on the adjoining site, but fort
unately their application was turned down. 

Run by friendly and energetic Licensees, 
Harry and Jessie Curran, the Romper serves 
consistently good Boddingtons Mild and 
Bitter, together with excellent food at 
lunchtimes. 

Perhaps a little harder to find than other 
Pubs of the month, the effort will definitely 
be worth while, so why not JOln us on the 
evening of Thursday. April 16th., and be 
prepared for a good night. 

Transport to the event is being laid on -
'phone John Clarke, 477 1973, evenings, 
831 7222 ext. 307 daytime, for full details. 

HEARD AT THE BAR: Customer: A pint of bitter, 
please, in a pot with a handle. 
Bar staff then delivers the pint inthe 
water jug! 



PUB 
NEWS! 

Last month we reported that a guest beer wo~ld be 
on sale at the OLD VIC, Shaw Heath, at the end of 
February - sorry, it wasn't, but it will be however 
when you read this (honest!) 
************************************* 
As we went to press we were getting reports of a 
block of pubs coming on the market, vendor unknown. 
Rumours have circulated for weeks that WILSONS were 
hiving off a large number ~ we hope to let you have 
more news next month. 
************************************* 
The new licensee at the GLADSTONE on Stockport's 
Hillgate is selling handpumped Tetley mild - as 
yet therers no pumpclip, and the mounting for keg 
mitd is ,still on the bar, ~ut if you ask fo r real 
mild you won't be disappointed. Another reason to 
cal l in at this attractive but sadly underused pub. 
************************************* 
The JUNCTION. Cheadle Hulme, is changing hands and 
turning from a tenancy into a managed house. This 
is doubtless a prelude to the capital investment 
Holts are to make in the pub (over £100,000 we are 
told. 
************************************* 
Rumour has it that the RED LION IN Gatley is to 
have the Whitbread treatment and that there i s every 
likelihood that it may resemble a pub once more. 
************************************* 
In Northenden Burton Ale has gone from the CHURCH 
while at the nearby FARMERS the Greenall mild is 
now k~g. 
************************************* 
A Websters Yorkshire Bitter handpump was spotted 
in the JOLLY CROFTER, Edgeley, on a recent visit 
but appeared to be unused. . 
~************************************ 
News is to hand that we are shortly to see new tenants 
at two Wilsons pubs on Hillgate - the WHEATSHEAF 
and the BOWLING GREEN - more news soon. 
************************************* 
Finally BODDINGTONS Bitter went up 1 - 3 p on March 
2nd., but good news for mild drinkers is that the 
price for their dr i nk is unchanged. However we 
understand that any price increase in the Budget 
will only be applied to mild, lager etc., with nd 
further increase in the bitter price anticipated. 
***************************************************** 
Contributors: John Clarke , Andy Cooper , Rhys Jones , 
Peter Edwarason~ Humphrey Higg ins, Stuart Ballantyne . 

OPENING TIMES 

®prning \!times llagr1D 

Campaign for Real Ale 
presents ......... . 

STOCKPORT COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY, 

WELLINGTON ROAD SOUTH, 

23rd- 25th Apri/1987 

OVER30DWFERENTTRADfl10NAL 
BEERS & CIDERS 

Souvenir Glasses and T · shirts 

* Food * Tombola * 
* Camrs Publications 

Membership Offers 

Thurs 23rd Fri 24th Sat 25th 

5.30pm · 10.30pm ll.OOam • 3.00pm ll.OOarn · 3.00pm 

5.30pm · 10.30pm 5.30pm · 10.30pm 

ADMISSION : Evenings 75p, Lunchtimes rnEE 

Supported by the 

Express Advertiser a. Ti 111es 

CAMRA MEMBERSHIP FORI' 
Are you a real ale drinker? Do you feel strongly abo1 
your local being turned into a disco fun pub? Does tt 
current spate of brewery takeovers worry you? Tht 
why not join C~M RA and help with the struggle again 
the profit makers. 

Name(s) ... . . . . .... . .... .... ... . . ..... . 

Address . .. . . ... .. ... . ........ ... .. . . . 

Postcode ....... ... . .. .... .... ..... ... . 

1/We enclose my/our remittance for Full/Husband & Wi 
membership for one year £G .00 

Signature(s) ....... .. . ........ . .. . .. .. . . 

Date ..... .. ........................ . . 

Please send this form with your remittance (payable 
CAMRA Ltd.) to: 

CAMRA Ltd .. 34 Alma Road. St . Albar 
Herts. AL 1 3BW. 

I S PUBLISHED BY STOCKPORT & SOUTH MANCH.E'STER CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE LTD 
AND THE VIEliS EXPRESSED ARE NOT NECESSAR.ILY THOSE OF THJ!' CAMPAI GN . 
COR hFSPONDENCE SHOULD BE AD.LlRESSED '1'0 •rrll<' EDI TOR . S . H . HIGGINS 
4 8 MOORCROFT DRl VE BUHN.iiGIT MANCHESTER Ml9 lVffi 


